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something different—a vision, a commitment, an ohses-
sion, often laudable but occasionally repugnant, that in-
spires others to join in or forces them to adapt, A good num-
ber of our selections, in fact, have no power in the traditional
sense, no wealth, and nofame, Instead of wieldinganiron fist,
they influence events through ideas and relationships,
shape the culture through persuasion and moxie. The high
and mighty still anchor the list, but they are outnumbered
by the eclectic: artists, activists, gatekeepers, tastemakers,
cyber-savvyintellectuals, and social entrepreneurs. To help
structure our thoughts, we divided the list into 22 catego-~
ries, beginning with theway welive (Land, Home, Food), mov-
ing on to how we work (Politics, Players, the Industry), and
concluding with the timeless struggles of the species (Sex,
Crime, Faith). A few of our categories were invented to re-

| flect the particularities of L.A. identity, such as Wheels (a

nod to our love affair with cars) and En Espafiol (a recognition
of the parallel universe that exists here in Spanish), Thereis
no hierarchy in these categories and no ranking of the 122
names that inhabit them. The only rule we followed was i
provincial one: Each influential had to live in the
make it the locus of his or her work,
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CRISIS CENTER: Michael Sitrick
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ichael Sitrick

PR EXECUTIVE

» Agei 59. Greatest hits: Rush Limbaugh, Michael Ovitz,
Cardinal Roger Mahony, Why him? Sitrick’s Century

City firm perfected the field of crisis public relations, He

controls reportorial access to troubled actors and war-
ring financiers alike, Latest coup: Engineered Lesley Stahl’s 60
Minutes Interview with Patricia Dunn, shifting the focus from charges
of illegal spying on board members against the former Hewlett-
Packard chairwoman to her fight with cancer. Because he can:
Wears a $61,000 wristwatch, The test: The recent departure of high-
powered partner Allan Mayer raises questions about the future.



