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62THE GREAT OUTDOOQRS For nalurs lovers, Southem

Californla is paradise. We've got beasheas and msuntains, deserts

anel eanyons, tralls to hike anel rivars 1o pan far geld. Hergs what te
do whon the call of the wild calls youl by Scott Doggett

72 CALL MIKE SITRICK s hoad of tho publie ralations
firrn Sitrick and Company, Mike Sitrick is the guy people hire te
clean up their imagas when they've Been accused of hit-and-run
(Hall= Berry), selling tainted meat (Faod Lion), or sanctioning ille
gal wiretaps (Terry Christensen). How Los Aingeles's king of last
calizes salvages careers, takes on the media, and influences what

we sea and read by Steve Onay

78 LIFE (& DEATH) Rose Hills is the largest-and busisst—
cematary In the Unitad States, Since it :J-pf.-nc-d in Whittiar more
than 9o yoars age, it has alse bean ene of the most inclusive. The

TUR

grounds are lovely, but the jals is tough: marketing bereavement
veithiout offending, chasing down death certificates, getting the hair
and maketip just right, all while meeting the cultural needs of LA
divarse population by Deve Farrall

86THE INSIDER COMES OUT TO PLAY In tha ig70s,
T Bona Burnstt had the makings of a star. Instead, the singsr-
songwiiler spent the following decades making stars of others, pra-
ducing groundbreaking albums for everyone fram Los Lobos to
Glllian Welch and creating soundiracks for O Brathor Where Art
Thou? and Cold Meunfain, This manth Burnett emerges from be-
hind the curtain to release two albums and embark on His First
major taur in more than 20 years by Joe Rhodes

92 L.A. HOME: FURNISH FETISH Eleven local de-
signers make furniture that doubles as art by Emily Young
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THE PLAYER

OWER IN LOS ANGELES USUALLY EXPRESSES I'T-
self loudly— the booth at the Grill, the courtside seat at
the Staples Center, the boldfaced name in the trades —
soit’s striking when power expresses itself surreptitiously. Mike
Sitrick, founder of the crisis management public relations

fiem Sittick wocd Company and the subject of this manth’s profile by senior writer Steve Oney, s notabove
feing mady - he lus a weakness tor the $60.000 watch and the vintage Mercedes — b be may be che
mast powerful man in Los Angeles vou've never heard of, Tor the past 15 vears he has been advisig the

wealthy, the influential, and the infamous (the same person n many caseston ow o
bunsclle the meddia. Although the bulk of his firm's business s mundane, shepherding
companies through bankrupeey and other financial cransactions, Sitrick i best keown
for representing: thiose whoare in hot waree In fact, were you to rartle offa rnelam st
of A most troubled institutions of the last couple of vears —the Catholie arch-
dlivese, the Guagy the Dhxlgers, the Kabbalah Center-youd also be identitying somu
of Sienick’s most promunent local clients. As one joumalist explained to Steve, as soon
as e hears Sierick is representing someone, he knows ics likely o he g juicy story

Sitrick is a distuedly moderm tigure, Sure, there have been publicises toras long as
there’s been a press, But as Steve poines out, Sitnck s a pure product of the 2.4-hour
tiews evele. ofa culee dominated and defined by newspapers, ougazines, TV, rdic,
the Toternet, of the nevesending nosse streaming into our lives. Beyond his aggres
siveness, evond his toughness, what distinguishes Sierick is bis abilite to ply the media to his clients”ad-
vantage. The media, he implies, is just a systen, and like any system, it can be nunipulated. Fe understands
thar its insarialile, that because reporters must continually feed the beast ic's much better for his clivnts wo
et their story out than to say " No commene.” Conversely: he undesseands thar if he canidentify the media
a4 the culprit, many will sympathize. Moders media is.after all.a big husiness —no difterent from ol or -
surance—and can behave as crvenly as anv ather big business.

Sitrick s approach is almose thie exaet opposite of that of the neovie indusang which has ahnes regasded the
press with suspicion, ageoup to be kept ar bay: Critics, the Indusery handbook goes. e tobe marginalized:
i they cant be, comupt them with junbers and froebics. Fearune writers are best seen as anextension of the far-
keting deparrment, and business reporters shoub U be used woadvance an agende, Sitrick's view mi e just o
cviical, bt s proved fur more etfective. The wem effeetive.” of course, s nibave. ThersSonly s muchvou
van o to preserve the repusation of & Mechae] Chite oe a Rosh Linbaugh. The guestion, then, iswhy attes
Al ehese vears of anonvminy diel Sienck aymee w be the subject of bus fist major protife? Aivbe he's eiking
his oo advice and opening hinwelf to the press. Or mavbe be's playug us,

e
I

Kit Rachlis

Eclibar-in-Chief




Fled the scene of an
accident? At war with
Page Six? Taking on the
most powerful man in
Hollywood? Addicted
to painkillers? Accused
of molesting children?
Call Mike Sitrick.

That's what Halle Berry,
Ron Burkle, Roy Disney,
Rush Limbaugh, and the
Catholic archdiocese
did. He ﬁlays the media
better than anybody.

Photograph by Dan Winters




Tough Guy:
Sitrick is defiantly
ald schoal
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Mike Sitrick’s corner office high in Century City's
Northrop Building could pass for that of a San Fernando Valley accountant. The sofas are
maroon, the tables green marble, and the desk and cabinetry blond wood. A LeRoy Neiman
lithograph of a bar scene dominates a wall. There’s nothing about the room that suggestsits
occupant is one of the mostﬂjomﬁm figures in American media. But over the past 15 years
the crisis management public relations firm of Sitrick and Company has shaped some of
the nation’s most important news stories. On this spring morning Sitrick is orchestrating
the story that’s on the lips of everyone from Los Angeles to New York. “Ifyou do that,” he

is telling Ron Burkle, the billionaire former owner of the Ralphs supermarket chain,

founder of the Yucaipa Companies, and business partner and frien

dof Bill Clinton, “its go-

ing to appear in New 191 magazine that you said, ‘-'Nacgmgmf’f[‘hat isn't what you want.”

Five davs carlier the Neaw Tark Daily
Nezos, beneath the headline “The Billion
aire, the Post and the 82200 Shakedown,”
broke the story thar New Tork Post gossip
wrerer fared Panl Scern had allegedly at-
tempred toeexters money from Burkle in re-
ern for favorable coverage 1n the intlien-
tal Page Sis column, The Paefy News aricle
wirs the culmination of a plan thar Sreick
and Burkle pur into motion after vicwang
surveillince tapes made in Burkle's New
York lofe in Late March thag had r;:'ip[nn"c‘l
the Lo wiater itaeming the bilbonaise tha
TS10G,000 L pet gomg andd manth o
month Sio.oon” would keepruntlatiening
stems Gut of print, Confronecd b what he
regarcded as Stern's “reprehensible belay
i serrek counseledd that chey sulmuot the
wrirer o “the Wheel of Pan," his rerm fia
rhe publie relations equivalent of torture.
“This puv deserves to be oured,” says
Sitmick. With a tederal inveseigation under
way anel consecutnee 1‘11'::11[-]13_1}0 SEAFICS 6
T New Yok Troree portraving Stern as con-
At aned climsy the campugn took o,
reaching s peak witlea Winlf Sereer fosirnd
op-ed calunm ghae appeared vnder Burkle®,
bvline bue was ghosted Dy Sicock m whaeh
the hillionaise cast fimselr s s ensmeder dor
journalistic cthics

MNow, however, the story —os stones of-
ren do s threatenig re shift, Geoffrey
Cariay 4 separter for New tord, had phoned
Sirrick 1o ask whether the surveillance
videos hud been eeliveed w depier Stere m g
bracl light andbwhether o privite deeectve by
the name of Rich DiSaluatiog luad been in

74 Los Angeles July 2006

volved in the capings. Wich the weeklv mag-
acine’s deadline approaching, Sivrick had ini-
tiated a conterence call with Burkle, us
laswver, and o Yucaipa executive t discuss
l'l['l“' E0d rl:x]:iL'lltd,

“He's fishing foranew angle,” Siveick o
torms the group. The only reason be would
der this is that Steen is trving to put faulse
goods out there, We can't say, "Na com-
ment” We have o rell them that the tapes
were ant ediced and thae Disabatino wis
nor mvobved in this mateer. 16w o thar,
¥|1|s'nl., l|'|i11 will I'ﬂ; the l':l'll‘l 1illlT "

Burkle and the athers rake juse @ minute
teragree nn a decision, Sierick then phones
the Newe Tard writer, for whom he leaves a
succinct voice-mail message: "Geafl] the in-
terrmEnon vou'te getring is false,”

Diressed i o custom-made dack s, a
manogremmed roval brlue shien, and a laven-
der-and-silver-pring tie, Sienck comes across
asa hugh-priced derense lwves Exactly sn—
there’s something of the gur fighrer abour
Tee [ lis vowee s raspy and althowegh he ours:
es merequently, he spraks in chipped, crude
sentences, Shore aned baldiog, wich slicked
Lk WEEVITY h;m' and t':;:.‘]uﬁ under lis LYCS,
he Bears disconeertng eesemblance o Rov
Coodine He takes inas a vumghnwm that
Wondy MeCaons the owner of the S Bar
Ayites Newos-Pross ane a tonmer client, celers o
by as Uthe meanest san ot a batels [ve ever
worked wirh." The combmation ot eleganee
and prugeacioosness has attracted a vist as-
sortment of chens, ranging fram the cmbai-
tled (the Cathalic Archdiocese of Los Ange-
lest to the weisd (the Kabbalah Center) to

che trombled {conservative talk-rudio-show
st Bush Limbaugh, acteess alle Berey,
singer R, Kellyl o the arrogant (the Getey
Cenrer) 1o che overesposer] (rock and roller
Tommy Leed ro che shady (Carl Freer, the
pun-wiclding Swedish national whese hisi-
ness pareaer, B Stetan Friksson, was jafed
in Apnl sfter toraling a S1 million Ferrari
Enzoin Malibu) tooothers so seeretive, rich,
or despicable thae the only way o help them
is never o acknowledge publicly that the
tiem as invalved He charges Sa07an hour
s heen ablue” Sireick savs s he falls
into a chare beneath a painting by Porer
Max, a former client and another defiantds
unfashinnable artist. Ie wisn't until after a
seder dipner at his home the mght brefore
that hetl leprned that New Yord was [rarsie-
tng ies seory Which meant that hed been up
late speaking o the reporter by phone and
back i touch with hum at six-thiree this
maorning via los Black Berry But he isn'
camplaming. “1 love this,” he savs, "It
charges me up. §recl like Um gettng justice
tor the people | represent. 1 like the batele,
the chaltenpe, the intellecrual sumulation,
and when it wocks righr, like winong.”
At rurms oue, all of the effort pays oft
When the April 24 ssue of New Tord hits
rhe stands the ollowing week, Geottrey
Lrrav's stem i the Tnrelligencer seeeion con-
tanis i mention of edited tpes o private
eves. [nstead, e focuses on the comcdence
that Huekle and Rupert Murdech, chatrman
of News Caorp, which |">rul:1i:,]1u-a the New
Tk Post, love wathun a few houses of each

ather on the same Beverly Haills street



Client States

Mike Sitrick fights their fights

Burkle

Enginearad the former
grocery magnake's
campalgn against Page Six

Michael
Ovitz

Helpod ox-CAA
chief during Anthony
Pollicano investigation

Marvin
Davis
Represented the

outsire mogul for the last
ten years of his life

Halle
Berry
Performed damage contrel
following the actrass’s
hit-and-run accident

Rush
Limbaugh
Handled the press after the
polomicist was charged with
abusing OxyContin

Kim
Basinger
Shepherded the actress
thraugh her19¢3
bankruptcy

Roy
Disney
Orehestrated the Disney

scion’s boardroom battle
with Michael Elsnor

Terry

Christensen
Dealt with the media when
- the lawyer was indicted in
the Anthony Pellicano case

Cardinal
Mahony

Advisad the L.A, Catholic
archdiocese on [ts continu-
ing s0x abuse scandal

EVERY MORMNING MIKE SITRICK WALKS
inter the edressing oo of his Macitie Palisades
home sl gasces at ehe contents of thive fel

lined glass-doos boses, cach abaoun ethe size of
i hateery Called swaech winders, the boxes
coftain oscallanng L}':ill(fr_'n arcrined which
the publicist’s 15 sleanmg wostwatehes are
attiched hike rngs to ingers. The purpose is
to simulate body mation, assunng that the
BIntepieces remian aocurate to the secondd,
cvern when not warn for monchs . Sirick al-
wavs starts his day by decicing which warcly
e wear Shoulid ot be che rose gold Feanck
Muller “Master Banker,” 2 recrangular jewr]
chat tefls the rime in theee 2ancs? The ound
wvellons gold Breguet® The seeel Gired-Peere-
pauy 2O the Rolex? Of late he has usoally se.
fected the Parek Philippe “Merpernial Calen-
rar” [es sheneer caseg fecls smeoth agns
the sharn, st awhine fce warh black Roran
murmerals and hands is casy to read. Ac three
o'clock che prece indieaces the day ot the
wieeh, ar six the dare, ar mne the month, and
i knonws the oveles af the moon anid the ar

rval of leap vear [visworth S6n.o

sicpick's love of wrstwarches speaks 1o
the woekd le hves i and has mastereds the

2p-houra day

cven day eweek thearerin

therond that s modern media Bs awordd
W le”.' EXCUUEIes Te%158 l'u“'1|i:!{' ‘l"l.llf.‘l'l‘-'lff\.
\\'t;dth_\‘ delemdants prrepare for Lraak, rmstite-
tivees red agmst scandal, companies file tor
bankruptey, entersaners fend ot charges of
irug abuse o chiled pornography. and host-
nessnicn l]:l'l( :]_ui’.‘f nsl l'l\';'!l'j i 4l|‘|:|l \\'IT{.‘T(" l')L!i"l

lic image 15 paramount, [t can determine a
jury™s verdicr or o board’s deciston o a
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provie s suceess. For the men and
wornten who use him as therr consul-
rant, Sierick s valued hoth tor bis abil-
iy s inuence whie appedrs in print
anel o television and s e sipn nl';mw-
eratsell Like the Patek Philippe, he iy
at o a precisiog msernment and an
auteageons oidulpence

Sterick is fas semoved trom the
sterentvpic, plad handing press igenes
whe in the teens worked Broadway
amd mvented the 11[‘Lt2'|;'-.'—'2~:r.11|. Nuoriloes
he bear much resemblimee e Bodwand
Bernavs, who popularized the term
pablic relanesns™ and led the feld ot
its tesearch-drven :oth-centuey meu
mation. A nephew of Sigmand Freud,
Bernave proncered the aotion that
pubidicey could ¢ hange buving habiss
amd poliical preferences, His 102
Easter parle of stvlish women putt-
ing what he called “rorches af free-
oo o New York's Fitth Avenue
hinked crgarettes with liberation,
therel sclling Lucky Steikes, Ae arh-
cr rimes he was imdirect, as when he
Irabybvied Comgress during the 1agos mo
fundl the [nrerseae highway Svstem
ot s mueh o che gaod of the peaple bu
tor s client, Mack Trucks, which was bae
thmg the rilreads for coneeal of the nation’s
freaght Business, laa classic cwsay Bernoys as
serted thar bus 1;-‘(;.-3] Was to CENELIeeT Cin
sent.” Sarrick belongs o aditterene ape The
'.‘Hlln.r,lgcc‘l{'ﬂ}.‘ anehinnneenee NECeSSary toT
fermavs's biand ot ballvhen has vanishel,
The 20t centuey is O of metasasizing
comumumciteons, confherdoen nows, and
5.{-;[-}111; 15, COnNTENTICUARESS OW TUHITs, aual
Lngnrening dessent - or detusing ie—1s
what's reaquired . In o markerplace where
there i< mvarable an opposimg nacsaceee o
thie ree of just plun noise, those who hope
tocanerod their snages muse employ hired
s 1o sell Chemselves and their stores,

Avtomattracts Sieeeck, anchin bos business
actien s bl there 3. The ather gavs who run
Fg PR firs i Laos Angeies e ion for s
s, =avs Carod Stogeadill, o former senor odi
poar st the Lar Agedes Timcs whiowocked brwtlv
fer Siteck andd 1w now execstve direeror of
isedia relations at UVOLAC They sieed wohe
At the rabile, Mk could nest only net care less
alsour beng at the talle, be deesnt want to b
ar the rable, To doesn't move fast enough tor
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Partners:
Sitrick {top) with Nancy, his wife of X7 years, and (above)
with mentor and formor Wickes CEO Sanford Sigolaff

Bim.” [nelecd, Sitrick, whe eften tavels w
New York an husiness, xmp[wd tyieg Adiren

can Adrlines when the currer disconcdneed in

Hight phone seedee, Te's ilas ane of the few
preophe who continue toonedy onan answering
service, belicving s imperative thut clients
anted reprerters can calk o himat any heue. [na
profession built on crsis, Sicrick s never hap-
pier o when jugpling vweor theee. e isse
abscssed witly bis joby thae fricncks say be finds
1t hared w pavse Tong enmugh 1o enjoy a gond
el By hes own admission he has fow ot

sithe inteseses and rarely socmalizes unles s
wite, Nancy, msisrs, The rwo were callege
sweetheares and have been married tor 3o
vears. " T he stauliey of my persenal lite has al-
towed me o o this jeby,” he savs, T fght on
cneugh frenes atwork 1 edon'twane to have
werrry abiit fghting ot home.”

Sitrck’s eftectiveness s inexericably
linkeed oo bus rough-mundedness, 1o a desine
VT flr'ﬁ}' few |.‘!1Il__f;5gt: m 1];5{{]{.' |."|.i! i ilﬂﬁihlLl[L‘
npponents. He's s unapolagecically old
school as the ponongs on his office walls,
“lie's the Ciodfarhen” says bas triend Dleanis
Floh, monder of SWestern Internationad Me

i, the television advertsing bnvang brm,

‘Fles extremcly loval, extremely pas-
sinnate, and extremely vindictive, T
senmenne takes acvntape of bis friends
ar clients, he'll go out of his way
even the score.” Adds Seth Lubove, the
Los Anpekes bureau chict of Bloom
berg News Service, “Nike thinks of
himsellas a brawles. Fle™ che Jow with
a chip un his shomlder. Whenever he
ks U AERIST 4 Rews orpanization, lw
seps himself takang on che govim. Fle
vicious, and he's prowd of e, Hes min
literally u leg hreaker, b metaphori-
cally, sure.”

The word wsed to describe Sirnek
by members of the press — his most
impurt;lm comstiluency - is refentless
Savs Ron Grover, the Los Anreles b
ey chiet of B Wiek, “There are
thicks, anl then there are peaple who
pealiv werk a story Mike ceally works a
story Tve e-mled bam fronms home on
Saturdavs when U'm irying to get
through some tdense financial ducu.
mient, and he's abwavs c-mailed rght
Trek,”™ Strrick can also make life hand
for jouralises. “Nikes MO is to
badger ceporters,” says Lobove, “He
dempnds te know whe veur sources are. Te
dentands that vou bear bis cliopt's side of
things. 1 e just hammers vou”

Far from being merely an mexhansable
sorapper, though, Sitrck possesses 3 nuanced
awstreniess of o the medioweck, He knows
the lierle things, suchoas when to vall i e
porter on deadline anedl when nat ten He un
derstands the subtle things, among thea thae
a relacinnship with an assignment eelitor will
pay grepter dividends than nne withoa net-
werrh exevotivie | le also recognizes an unde-
paable truths The press alwavs Tuas the Jaasi
warel, Ao this erabiles lim te funcrion
eeually well on oftense or defense, Fle’s e
Lnerwn for ielping clients i doness, b much
ot s Brusiness involves corporations anel in
VOESTO u_’mifhh‘lt1]‘111'<1[n|1||nlh-|| stnancil
trarsactions. “Nake as an uecanny abilies te
assess o sitiation,” sivs investment banker
Alex Yemenidjian, Chver che vears Sserick bas
wrirked with the tormer MGM chatrmsan oo
o mumber af deats. *You call him op and no
maceer hosw bleak o dive vous stor within g
mirtsce of heanng it he's evaluated w anel isr-
neelaring o strategy; and withon five nubotes

[re's on the phone executing”



EVEMN AS SITRICK WAS CONDUCTIHG
his anitial conversacions with Burkle abour
the Page Six matter, he was lanching a cam.
patgn for Bievail, o Canadian pharmaceuri-
cal manufacturer he's long represented. In
Febiruary che company, which distrilates che
antedepressant Wellbwerin, lied Gled @ cack
creering Liwsuer alleging that SAC Capital
Advisors, a major Wall Steeet hedge fund,
and Arizona-based Gradient Analytics had
colluded o penerate false research eepares
intenudeel e drve denwn it stock price. That
way SAC, which was

hetting that the value of
Biowvail’s shares woulid
tleap, codd FEAp Enor- -
menss profits by shoee : 5
selling. In the financial t
warld chis was 4 majar ‘
story hur because of its

camplesiey iwas hand

Lo eonvey tera wider au-

tence. Nonetheless,
sitrick pirched che
peree mon just g The
Wil Seeeet Fouerad andd The New Yerd Troes
b alser tooea Miveres "Nike 15 extraordis
nary,” savs Victorit Gordon, the news
g s exceutive story echitor, " He dees a
Ve ditliculs kinl aof puh!ii' relations, and 1
tespect him ” Moreover, Gordon, like count-
foss nither news exceutives, covets the Jor-
talistre access ehe pubilicise can broker *T'm
working wich him an several stares,” she
savs, one af them being a possible first ele
vistion anterview with Rush Limbaugh,
who—shaule he be willing oo ralk abouor his

ata

adeicrion to the pankiller OxyConrin-
would be, in the parlance of the husiness, a
“grear get,” To sell an editer this client while
rantalizing her wich that is a basie PR move
thar Sirrick long age perfected. Following ex-
rensive discussions with the publicist, 6o
Miater assigned the Biovail piece to corre-
spondent Lestey Stahl. On March 26, the
company was rewarded with a double-bar-
[L’](.‘[] l.'L'l'UP-— i [l'lElSSE"E 'J'['[if.'ll: [818] tl}f.‘ f[f}ﬂﬁ
page of that morning’s New Yark Times busi-
ness section tollowed by g 13-nunute seg-
mient on that evenings edition of o Minutes,
Biowvail took its lumps in boch pleces, An ex:
coutive at the research fiem accused of Gl
ricating data termed the lawsuit “a fiction
nevel,” SALS lawver dismussed the whole
thing as “false and implausible.” Others dis-
cussed the pharmaceutical company's gener-
ally anemic earmings performance. Stitl,
Sitrack hael given bis client a leg up. e had
struck fiest, and he bad seruck bard, "Peaple
WUTe l:a“‘.ing about it for weeks,” he says.
“Nobdy could believe 6o Maneerwould de-
wirle ser much time toa fimancial stone”
AMuore often, the best Stirick can do s -
minish the damage, “So many of Mike's
clients are lost canses,” says Lubewve, How, ar
ter all, canane really burnish cthe image ofan
institation {the archdicoese) whose priests

liave malested children or of an actress

iHalle Berny) whowas acensed af hit-and-min
nr of an executive (che Getne's former CIC,
Harry Munitzhwher abuserd his power? Sitnick
recently handled rhe press for che enrertain
ment lwyer Terry Chnstensen, the biggest
name: vet 0 be indicted in the biggese Holly
waood scandal in vears. The reaction by
Chrstensen and his partaess on hearing that
e would e chusped with hisng provate de-
rective Anthony Pellicans to conduct an il-
lepal wiretap during the ugly divorce pro-

ceedings of his clicnt Kick Kerkorian was
dismay “Nobody believed Terry had done
anvthing wrong,” sivs Sierick. “They were
hwrt and perplexed. Internatly, ehac was all
oskarg but my jub was to gee them readv o an-
swer the question every reporter would ask
because it was the question [ would ask
Why did he hire Pellicane:' " To that end.
Sitnck pounded our a sttement emphasiz-
ing that Christensen had engaged the detee-
tive only after "the police, dhe District Attor
ney, and the Los Angeles County Child
Pratective Services” rebufted lis requests
that they investigate death theests againat
Kerkorian and his davgheer. Furtheomaore,
the statement declared, the lawyer never
askeed Pellican o bug anyone. “Mike helped
ws articulate what we didn't know how ta
siy,” says Christensen's partner Patrecia
Cilizer That was just for searters, On the
morning the indictment was handed down,
Setrick had Glaser on the phone to the Los
AAngefes Trones, The Newo York Tianes, and The
Wirdf Street Forararad, andd the law firm diserib
wted vet anocher statement, this one from
the reclussve Kerkorian, peocliiming Chiis-
rensen a “paragon of integrite” In other
words, the indicted man's suUrragates Were
oue i foree, and they were out an time to
ke the early deadlines of eastern newspa-

itrick takes it as a compliment
hat a former client refers to
him as “the meanest son of a
itch I've ever worked with.”

pers, As a result, the fiest-day stones, usually
the exclusive pravince of the prosecution,
wire brimming with the kind of supportive
vrterances (Glaser cold reporters ehar Chsis:
eonsen was mwonderfl nvver, awonderful
friend™ that generdly don't see prant unil
later. Not that any of this could negate the
ampact of the Lar Argefer Timess front-page
headline: *Eawyer Indscted in P1 Ingury”
That Seerick's mome 15 usually conpeceed
o hadl news is prohlematic, “Mike's become
known as the ) CONTIHUED ON PAGE 196
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Call Mike Sitrick

CONTIMUED FROM PAGE 77 3} f1UV O [0 [O when
vor're i a e, sned beeawse of that a lot of
chents ave second thoughes abour hiring
him.” savs Carol Stogsdill. No wineler At
rimes it seems as 18 the publivest repeesentsa
vertalie rogues’ pallery “When a commgrany
Tires Sitrick. it inmediarely tells me that
thev're inadesperate sitation,” savs Bubiove
“Fliring hin indicates dhar a client is either
i deep shicor is about @0 go after semesne
Lately, Mike's taken 1o asking me nat to
soenonn him when he calls o plant a storv
Dur that’s alwievs a deal breaker Fle's now
part ol the store” Indeed, when the aschdio-
cese engaged Sicrick, the Lo Adugeler Thmes
beadlined the Gaer, therely drswmg mere at-
tention to the church's problem with sexual
Iy waneward pricsts

Tliere are also vecasions when Sitrick's
ministrations backfire, as some feel they did
in 2oung, when his fieny handled pubidic rela
tions tur the Los Angeles Dodgers. At o
Sk executive's suggestion, now awner
Frank MceCourt dismissed most of the
peany's commundeations staff, “There were o
loat oot rudtled featlhwrs, but s the end Teank
was the unly judge and he was happd” savs i
sittck emplowee, Withm the Dodger orga-
jrzatict many ace less charitabsle, nsincain-
g i the fiem’s pvolvenent was heavy-
fandled and led voa vear of tocky coverage

Faen so, amung Los Angeles publicises
the gg-vear old Strrck is unrvaled, and na-
tiomwide he has undy a few peers, amony,
them New York's Geeshop Kelise, whose
chiems inchade 3l Rich, the unavors Wall
Street tveoon who received a much-dispue-
wil prosisdential pardon from Bill Clincon, and
Washingron's Eric Dezenhall, who repre
sents Faxon Mobil inoies fighes with Green
préaLce. ln zoag, Sirrwk and Company
clarmed revenmes approaching S0 millien.
and while Sitrick won't e speitie, e boasts
that his peedat argins beae the meustes
stambard ot 15 percent, “Nobody ela in s
v by s well,” he savs, Sitrick s contem-
plaring taking the tiem puldic and possibly
even prrchasing severd Boutiue agencies o
widlen his reach, As tor the auga of scanial
wavel fsrepute bis pame often evokes, thar's
net necessardy bad. oz one thing. SMreck be-
lieves hie's domng honarable work, "D we
take tough sitwacions?” he asks. “Yes Bu

miore e ten than not, the situatun s ot

FBb L% ANSELES JJ0¥ F0 0

what meets the eve.” Clhe only poreneial
elients the publictse will admit to turning
down are AMichae! Jackson and O Simp
sene) Foranother, ma ciry thae prodisces an
enclless supply of dreadful behavior by the
westlthy, fmous, and influenceat anel s an e
when the medin manifest an msatiable ap
petite tor dirt, being the publicsst to the
heauriful and damned is good business.
was talkeng wo Bert Vields carlier today”
Sirrick savs one afteimoon, referring to che
entertainment lavwyer many believe o b a
primagy target of the Pellicano prabe. A
number of his partoers e urgang him o use
mie. 1ve otfered e help i oue”

N A SUMDAY in late Lanuary,
yooaoo feer o the air soane-
where over the Midwest, Mike
Sitrick was immersed in The

N Yord Times. G the front page of the
husiness sectmn, beneath the deceptwvely
stand headline "M Nec Chiiet on rhe Mili-
cary Supplv Front,” was one of the mast dlev-
astating articles be'd ever read. The prece
ceeneerned DI Induseries, the leading sup-
plice af billerprood vests 1o American traaps
in Tragy, The hody armer, the story assereed,
was pruteing che lives of the soldiers wha wore
it st risk. [t pot weorese, Thavid HL Liraaiks,
IS foumder, had proticed from governs
ment conteacts to the e of 336 million.
In November o'l thrown oS million D
mitzvah pariy for bis davgher atep Rovke-
feller Center, Qving in the musicins 30 Cent
anil Dan Flenley on liscompany jet. Brooks
hegan the evening in a metal stadded leather
suir, later e langing nto 4 hot pimk suede en-
semble. Grrabbang his Black Berev Sionck
compersed a text message to his New Yok ol
fice. The next morning an c-mail went out e
Bresoks. [r reacd, W are o PR Girm chat spe
cializes in eeating with the media in ditficolt
sitgations, Please call ws il veou'd like 1o
arrange a mwering.” Reo daws Laeer Sitrick was
sittaing e Throcsks's Long bl headouasiers,
“The first thing David teld me,” Sienick savs,
Sy [ waanr ves o spend susne tme learning
ewervtloig alwous our company' The fiest
thing 1ol haim was Tean do it larer. Righe
o vour hose = burning down, anel '
lere eogur oue the fine'”

Sitrick's nmimediate task was te Bead off

ajonrnalistac feeding freneyg and he dicd by
simudtanconsly praising the Times prece to
H'llslll['i ng l'l.'riliﬂt'l'& Q:"lﬂd (.‘33\“]1#‘ a?‘!—"‘:n\il]ni ard

it. From a desk sn Brooks’s affice he wld
writers tram Ferfer and Bloombeiy News
Service that the arcicle was so thorough,
there was pothiong et to sy “1 dont bave
the power to stup reportess,” he sas, "t of
[ can show them there's ne aews, that Thatap
them, They den't waiine e dina soory somee
nne clse bas afeeady done.” By the same e
ken, Sitrick denigrated aspects ol the piece,
saving thar the studics it cited suggesting
Hisws in DS veses were themselves Tawad
Frllowing a flurry o calls, ehe publicist L
livverd he'l convinced bath orgamezations oo
haek off Oithers weren's so casily persuded,
tor one, Newsdly, the Long Fsland daile "Iy
ity backyard," Sicnck savs, "W luve o
play ball with them ™ Yer trthe extent pos

sibrle, the publicist adds, che game will pro-
ceed by Jus grousd rules,

This is hew Sitrck aod Company wosks,
Even when confronted with o puble relaions
dysaster, the firm tres to ke comman,
“When reporters phame Mike,” savs Carol
Stogselil]. “chey ahways et the impeession that
he's been helpiul. Dot thoen they hang wpand
resalize that he's demanaled thar all thesr ques-
tions must be subnutted mwrting or by o
ranil anad that iF they even hope oo gall 1o bus
clien they have wo do i on bes teems ™

Sitnek's belier thae he can dhctate cewver-
age sprngs in farge part from his fiom’s com
posttion, Unlike most orher pulilic relations
pracrices, sitrrck and Company elmost ex
clusively hires ex-ournalises, “When | stare-
cel the firm,” he savs, 1 thought it woulid be
casier o teach jourmdists what PR s than o
teach publicists what journalism 15" Amang
Sitrick’s so emplovees are former semnr-lev
el stafters (rom the Lo odngedes Tiaes, The O
ange County Regéster, Newsweek, The Wialf
Street Jeurmad, aml such broadeast outles as
NIPR ] KOBS. Although these stafters
westk in difterent ancas 30 percent af the
tirnn's business invobves banknproies, 30 e
cont mergers and acouisitions and corporate
pen erange. 30 percent igation and cosis
management, andd o perdent CALCTEAINTE R
i elivision chat concentrates on misheha
ing celebenties and controversial movies ke
Tl L Ened Conde e s vun b foaneer Haee
ragazine vditor Alan Maver —wlhat they
have in commen is they know Tow the peess
operates and are not ntimidated by i In
clesi], a halloark of the firm s s willingmess
te cross 4 rraditionally inviokble line, trem
ing major news oimizations s if they were



bulbies an needd of a public thrashing, Sarick
wits one of the carhiest o underseanel thar
LNy MNNENCInNs no |un;{{':r SCE Tht‘: prl‘,'f‘xs a8
climmpinn of what’s good and right bt as an
mstslar, elite liw unto wsels

Sitrick firse challenged @ media Grliath
1 tan, when he was hired to represent
Fosod Linn, & Norch Caroling-based grocery
chain whise meat department emplovees
badd been porteayed selling rancid beef ad
poltey i a hecdden-camers mvestigtion by
AR Prime dime Lives Inothe wake of che
report, the company's stoch vadue planged 35
peecent, and i was torced 1o close 85 stores.
Alrhagh Facd Leon, coneending e ABCY
reportess ol msseepresented themsehes oo
LT ACCEns L Its STOFCS, WOR 1 Frespassing
SUIE st tlie netwirk, the I.'_L‘.\‘uugdanl;z.gis
was 1 the realm of public opion, T com
bt the pereeprion that the cham puevesed
unhealthul fare, Seewek called atcention o
vuttakes trom che Pedwe Time Lrve tooage
thae revealed the newsmagaenes producers
had deleted sequences in which employees
srared thae SUpervIsors ;:ctu;i“_r instrocted
rheny o discard suspect meat. Ullmately,
Marvin Balby ac the time the Edward 1
Murroa Protiessor of Fross and Pabhe Peolicy
at Harvard's Kennedy School of Govern-
aent, weghed wewath a colomp i The Wl
fpgtein Past criicizmg Prioe Tame Live. The
publicsst bak eetremee the argument, mak-
g ABC appear to be the negligene parey

Ul prevading view ar Sirrick and Com-
prany is that maost scorics wned ceporess can
bt the least seronghy influcaced. One of
Stenck's Fvoree pambics is “the Lead Steer”
He trecuentdy sses o when clicats are be
stepec by pegatiwe pack covenage. | s think-
ity is that if he can turn o single respecoed
writer arouned, he can reverse the trend and
s even st stampede inthe other di
rection, “There's an impression aobong i o
ot puatalivises.” savs Sierick, “Thiat vl want te
steabwarh dghoweight jourmalists, That's okay
i ol T story bt ona big plece vou
want i Make Wailace,” When the publicsr
wias representing the actress Kim Basinger
durivg her 19as banksuptey case, he sayvs he
wseel fudy Breavnan, of the Lar Ingades Thaer,
as b Jeadd stevs "She did w svmpatheric arn-
e and her pieve reversed the way propls
thought of Kion™ Less ingenicns bt abso o
frerive are " roth Squads” Duning a full-out
crisia, Sierick assigns stafters oo monicor all

press mentoons of a cheno with an eve to

knocking down inaccuracies. Should o fac-
tual error reganding, say, Bush Limbangh,
appear on CNN an emplovee mmediaely
calls the cable nevwork's Atlanca newsraasm
ashing thae the matenal be stocken from
later brosceasts. 1o a simalar vein, the frm
abwarys conducts mdependent research an s
chents. That way, not only is Srock ready
tar (UUTIES From news argani zations, but he
s typreally oue i fronn of ther reporcers.
Srreek ofeen werns o the lternet to
shitt rthe bactle wo a rield where those he nep-
resengs can control o not the content ot a
seary, then at feast the context m which it
presenced. The publicise girst ased cus ploy
iy g st bearmng e lus client Metaba-
ltfe, & San Diego-based manufacturer ot
heebal dietary supplements, was 1o be the
subject ot what 1t percewed as a bostile
prieve on ABCTS 2aze. Sierick diceaced che

Lettmg where the nerwork's correspondent

could tnterview Metabolite charman
Michaet Ellss (1 schaol auditonum packed
with company emplovees), and he also
avege] o an autssde Bl crew o shoot
the session. Then he put the entice en
counter on the Web, spending Se.s million
ey newespaper and rudo ads o promote ghe
sute, The st Tad as Maws, among them
that it called wider atrention hath oo
Moetabolifes use of the controversial sub-
stunee ephredn aned o Ells's oo convace
tion tor his conaeetmn to g methamplt:
mane Jadv Seill, Sicrick had ensured thar his
clicar coulil stare it case inwn unedited (or
nwit, aned he bael stalen g march on oz, dis
muanishing the newsworthiness of s broad-
cast. Last vear che publicist concocted o
verston af the same steategy 1o help the
archdiccese, launching LA- Clerpyeases-
com, 4 site devored to reluting what the
church'’s Lrwyers maintain are mistakes in
the Las. Ingeles Lines’s cuverage of the ongo-
[ITERERES abwise ceundal

Sitrick’s penchint tor controversial tactics

f1as, ot ﬁuqtri.-in_gl}; macle hem controversial,

never more so than dunag the campagn he
orchesteared aganst the Wl Disney Compe
ny anid ics chalrman and chiel executive,
Michael Eisner The tight bego m 2003, the
Suslay betore Hhanksevang, when Saitrck
witlked it the conterence room of histong:
tune cliene Shamrock Cagral Arvesors i Bur-
bank. Sittiogr around s table weee Wale Ths-
ey nephew Roy, Rovs wite, Pacty, Stanlev
Cioalal, wha runs Shoamsack tor Boy, and the
tirmys Lwver, Threee days carlier, av a bar in
Pasueleni, the —3-vear-obd Roy bhad heen in-
tormwe thae Fisnes wanted him ot die Taad
ansbent of the company. The edict was the cul
mmation of a batele ever the directon of the
studhto berween the chaamman and Roy and
Creld, major Disney seockhodders, "W pot
Mikee invobved within 1y huus of Ross meet-
i i Pasidena with Eisser's nule ecnussany”
s Grelel Oy ehant Sundliav wee decided tha
Resy wotddin'e porequieely ina the night”

SITRICK IS EXTREMELY GUARDED.

THE ONLY POTENTIAL CLIENTS HE
WILL ADMIT TO TURNING DOWN ARE
MICHAEL JACKSON AND O.J. SIMPSON.

L ghe days following the sessivn i Bur
Lsaenk, Sitriek worked with Shamrock execun
tives oma letter af resigaation from Roy to
Eisner that net anly would deny the chair-
it the pleasuce of euseing Rov bue would
Ltz casues Tredle as well The leerer was a mus
terpivee of righteous indignaoon that sed
the vevasion te lav aut a fong lise of Eener’s
pueported Grilures inorunmiog Disney its
theme parks and ABC That the decument's
tone contradivied the widely held percep:
tiga of Row as i genial soul enly make i more
powertul Chn Novembaer 30, Sicrick released
the lettes simultaneousty v T Wall Stree

Foternat, The New Yark Tiwee, andd the Los Ao

gl Thmes Vhiswas the opening shot inwhat
the guthor Limes B Stewsr wonld vatl, in bis
brok of the same name, “Disney W

In the Drisney Company and Bisper—
whese demise was the objective of Roy and
Ciald's effensive — Sierick was contronting
reseree el and shilled opponents. Not onl
elid the chaismin control his board andd the
instituttonal investor who mude up a larpe

percentage of Disney steckbodders, but in



Zenia Mucha, a former spokeswoman for
New York governor George Pataki, [Hsney
T its awn smart, tough public relations
counsel, Moreaver, Disney abso calted on
such ourside publicity advisers as Gershon
Feekse As Sitrick conceived i, the plan was
ot simple and audacious. The frse thing
le dbiel was to make a Fvorite move, cngag:
ing Brian Clicklich, a vice president of Pre-
micre Radio and Webmaster for Rush Lim-
bhaugh, 1 design SaveDisnevcam. The site
teatured the sort of provocative elements
Gintlansnuaory graphics ind emotional rhet-
aric) Fvored l.l}" the conservatve E}ﬂlt‘ﬂ‘ll’fiii.
[Hsney executives complamed that i was
rite with iceurscies, e in the kind ol bar-
tle Sitrick was winging, such protests were al-
rrost Besiche the poing, The site gave Rewand
Golid o diceet chanael w seackholders, al-
fowing the two to get out therr main mes.
<age: Lisner was wisting the compiny's mun-
ey “Mike was way ahead of the power curve,”
avs Gl “He mude Eisner play caccheup.”

Sitvick presenteed Rov and Gold wa ther
Bt advantage. Uneer the poblicist's tue-
lage Koy - wheo owns a vastle in [reliand —
came T in the press as a populist here, while
Gobd — a cigar-chomping provociteur—
»gtl,*nlu.:l.! [hu VLG |'_|t. Tigs0mn ;i]'ltl Cﬂ.iﬁ‘l. EH
most picces the men appeared ss worehy
saccessors to Wit s legacy The anly stumble
cane when Seels Lubove, ar the time writing
for Farbes, hroke ehe news rhat Rov and
Ciokd, far from simply awning shares in kid-
frediv companies like Dyisnuey wiese also in
vestirs an an lsraeli detense contrsctor and
contom mannieturer,

I'lve batdde came toits conclusion in
March 2coq m Philadelphia, where the day
Lefire T dsoev's annual meeting Sitrick staged
an alternative pathering chae aeeraceed hune
clreabs of dissident steckholders and wheee
o el Gl were preeted hike corporate
treedum fightors. At the anowal meeting it-
selt, Lisner tecewved o g3 percent no conli-
ence vine, T0was g stunming deteat. A vear
later he resigned

The werelion on all this 1 mised, Those -
sicle Dasney contersd thae Risner mitended
resign enyway, pointing our that be was te-
placed Ty his handpicked suecessor, Robers
faer, Tl alsns iy thiae Roye and Gulbd, vather
than press a prosy fight againse @ recaleiveane
Laared, eventually fslded their hand. Cn mpal
this, thas mamneain, the two aned their puliliciss
created unnecessany discond, The rules Sitnck

alnedes by may not be the ones [abide by”
savs Mucha, “He has to Ive by them, and he

will B judged by them, [ think [ hald myself

tor 2 licee higher standard.” Ao those who
covered the story, though, there is nodoub
abour Setrick’s pecformance. [t was, as fir-
pees Waek's Rem Crrowver purs n, “magnificent.”
[ e ook two e whi could bave appeared
wesk and nehiculous and enabled them to tog
ple the most powertul figuic i Follvwood

Sirewck defends bis methads not just in
the Disney case hut across the lrsardd.
“There's one cacdimal rule here” he savs.
“WWe never lic, I dowt think every prarnalist
likes me, bur 1 don't chink vouw'll fired any
who'll say 1've hed to them " Carol Smgsdill
comcurs. T once heard Make tell a pro
SOOI WL WL f{-prcﬁ{fntuli that the res
son the press was killing him was ehat he
was so nbmoxious. 105 iome thae Mike's the
author of a hoeak [wih Allan Mayer| utled
Spin, He doeso't spin.” Many reporters
agree, White Sitnek bedieves he can comirol
the press, he paradoxically helieves m the
press, Unlike such mfluential Los Angeles
publicists as Par Kingsley, who rypieally
denv access to the celebries they repre-
sent, essentially saving “No conmment” to
any and all queries, Sitrick rarely denies ac-
cess and almast never says "INo comment,”
Fis philusaply is thar if fis chents don’ eell
their stories, someons clse will.

There is, however, an opposing view: Tt
helds that Sitrick is uncruous, shpperny; and
meddlesame. Although no one accuses lnm
f dealing in misinfurmation, there's astrong
fecling that hes happy to chrow jourmatises
off track, “Tve seen lim bambaozle re
potters.” says Lubove, A standard Siteck ma
NMELEVLT Il.‘u i(}{'ﬁ'u’f.'](i]) WEILrs el I.UII_.’_ of mean-
ingless decails. When pouenalise Alim
Lidaviteh was assigned by Alader to mvesi
gate whether the Kabbalah Center was socult
arganizarion, Sitrick and Company inundat.
ed Toer with material, Indeed, the pubdicise
conteruls that his staff kept her ocoupied so
lssage tluar the fiem can take credic for the e
ticle's apprarance in the refative obimien ot
the magasine’s online edition mstead of in
print as originafly planned. "We st kept
teeding her faces and Facts wnd facts.” savs
Tammy Tavlor, wha handled the case for
Satrick, "une] basicallv she had so ncl
forrmation she couldi't pet the plece done on
time.” Uelonitedy denies Tavine’s clain. In
deed, her piece on the Kabbalah Center

patted 1 as an "ML TIOn MTe Conmic
tedd 1o questionable finsncial dealbs ad
celebsivy wrangling than 1o advancmg ann-
vient Jewish mystical spproach to lise” The
article highlighted the center’s seltserving
imvolvement wich Madonna and other pop
icnns and dedveel inee the dulsiows contention
that its “pricey accessories..can cure, il
nesses.” T which Sicrick savs, “She was at
firse pursuing a lot of horrible, puisonl
things about branwashing and money. We
showed thenm to b ot aeeurate, and they
never wente into the stery, whieh is to ber
credit, To s mv experience that this is nre
often than not what bappens.”

Hesw frequently Sivrick exerts diect inthu-
ence o the conteats of 4 story is impossable
to say; s few reportens will spreak about him
cither on the record or off, Whach of course
suggzests thist his impact on not just what stays
e al prine but an what gees inis consider
able, AL can eefl vou,” says Lubove, who's
covered the publicise for vears and is one of
rhe anly jruirnakises whe talk aprently b
him, “is that if vou see a scoop in the paper
abowt  deal invalving one of Mike's chents, be
mnre than ikeby gite wrapped it for them, Bu
they dontwant that kncwn, Nobody wants to
L callvel o lesl steer. Ies demeaning.”

ANGING PROMINENTLY oo wall
in Mike Sitrsck’s office s recent
phetograph af his Seycarold fit-
_ ther im a Chicago Cabs jeesey om
the memmd of Waglew Freld throwing nur a
ceremonil fise puch. L lermim Sutrick mans
an advertising ageney thae bears his name.
[ e scill pues i a full week, and the Cubsare
his macguee sceount. Mike, nomatter Jow
crazed wirh work, speaks to him almost
every day

Sitrick and hes rwo younger brothers
prew ug ina nondescopt Gve-room hovse on
a4 marresw [o an the Sonth Sule of Chicago.
Though their father, ar the fime an ael sales-
an for WO N, made o decent g, the
bovs' childhaaels were shapedd by thew work
ing class, ethnee neighhochood. The falins
towrgle with the Jrsh, the blacks fought with
the Sechs, and the Jews foughr wich thenall
When Mike was 1, five kids froms a
parochial school jamped him, He bt one m
the face, deawing bleod, before they all paled
on, rolling him down a set of stars anad
lireaking his nose, Another tme he was
Enited Bencath sviadect



o haed v be strect smaee,” Sirrick savs
A blly onee hied me on my knees, He was
miael at g for some reason and said, ‘Say
som're sogre D sad, T e That's o iowas,
e were beteer oft standing up o ully and
lessang than renning awas Bue ot like this
hidn't happen aften. [had big fricneds, pliys:
cally Dag keels, the cough guyvs of the school,
and peaple knew [ had big friensds, Kids
krew not oo hather us,

Uhoyee my beather David pot beat up by
five arsteomes. e came runmig home, and
el s, Send Mike bock teealk rome,”
toled Phacl Twas going to ger bear the kids up
whe bear Davidup. | saud Uil gake care of it
Bur Tl sawl, S, e can oo hemselr
Wt Twant vou ro s goowich him and
make sure st's o fair fighr, one on one.” Sa
[rvud sl Dwent back, aned [aalked nghe up
v the tesughest ke aned pue hiny e cheadlock
and samd, 1 hav, now in's gt to be g fair
tighe. And David ook on just one guy and
popped himon the face, The kuls mother
cine sur and sasdHow can vow st bl
wateh this? T sacl, *You didnt say anvthing
when he anid his friends beae up my brother!
Yo dlivfoy eah back 1o achidts feke that m ey
elio huie Teliel,” T sense, Sieawck has heen dir
I S0 CVOT SINCE,

Adter startimyg s carcer i the press office
ol the agncultural dvesion of the Universiny
o Aarvlund, s sl macer, Sicrick spent dhe
s workmg i vanos pubilic relations jobs
i hus Sometown, Tollowing a sting fanidling
the media for Maver Richard Dadev's Te-
partment of Human Resourees, he joined
Sely, Seabolt & Assaciates, where he won
modest acelum for 4 campaign promoting
Yhiravle White kwmnelry deteegent for it sup
posed utiliny m Agheang pollution. At the Na
ricnal Clan Corporation, he acecied s bie
e natice by making his chicf excoutive a
spetkesman againsg biving illegal g
[ 1o, he moved oo California wich biswite
e three dfwehrens o take d position as di-
rectos of contmunivations for the Wickes
Coommgrisies, @ giant e supply zod frne
LR COLCTTE

Tl Walf Ste et Towrnad enale Siteick Tn
s, the paper published a goosc-wond fronc
chge picee on Wickes, The stary wrirten b
Stephen I Sanswect slerailed o che compa
ny cnwerged T whar e the toe was dhe
secoried-Lngest Chapeer 1 bankruptey filing in
LUS. isters Tl steee seuek out liecause of

the dleab ehat Sitrck nuede wielt s witer, Dore

ing the 33 monchs carporre wrmaround arst
Sanford Sigolinf needed e restore Wickes ta
profitabulicy, Sansweet was given unrestricterd
access o every meeting aid menw, In return
he pronused not o wnte abom the mast sen-
sitive aspects of what be leamed uard afrer the
reorganization was hnished, “Mike could hive
reatly gor bairt on chis ane,” savs Sansweet,
“He hadh to trust that [l honor the groumd
s, und even then, when yon're dealing with
the fotrmad, theee are no grarantees about the
final results.”

Uhe Jowrnuad arcivle depiceed Sigologtas a
culidhearted aperator who refereed o him-
seltas “Ming the Merciless™ and fired 2,000
criployers a fow davs before Clrissmas, Tt
detailed ruprured friendships wnd infishe-
g, bt i almost every other wav it was a
positive porerait. §lere was the stary of a
company thar lad done what i akes, no
ket fow \\'r'L'nL'ilin;;, to e ars [Tnamel
howse in order. Fieree budgee curs, aggres-
seve marketing, seli-sbiscpline — chis was an
ACCOUNE of pusgement derermination ad
COTPOTLEC SUCeess. Sanswest was Sitrck's
first fead steer.

For sitnck, Wickes's resurrection pro.
cluced mvany rewards. As one of the compa-
nv's senar officers, he received @ generons
honus package. Suddenly, be was 2 million-
arre. Cdeven greater werth, however, was the
friendship he formed with Sunsweet. During
the pertoe] dhe reporter covered Wickes, an
assggnment that in the end resubred in o
fromt-page stories, he and the publicsst spent
countless lenars wgether. [n o8, whea
Sirrick formzed his own G, Sansweet, whe
B Brevome the forrmas Los Angeles bureau
chiet, sioothed ehe way “1 muse lave made
Bt s adnzen calls on Mike's behalf t o
reparters and Bureis chiets acound the coun
re” Sansweet savs, "L s You're going w
Pz Bremaringe oo ths gy Ak Siceick " Thevid
sy e vo friends® Dol san Yo know me,
if the storyv is negateee, wrne i Bue [ ohink
v et trust funn Inchis wav Mike Become s
berwvaen qpuantaty aroured the forrd"

Valuable as Sicowk's robagionships ae the

Jusermad wouldd prove, he coulil never hiave es-

plosited them had his new Grm net been bl
1 gt the sore uf[’umcrilll clhicnes whose
controversial husiness dealings would make
for good copy, I think we were the firg
company Alike sepresented,” save Stanley
Gold, Ar the time Gaold and Rov Disney
bired the publicist, Shamrock wis accempe

ing a hostile takeover ot Massachuserrs
bascd Polareid, and they were heing por
eraved] i the Boston newspapers as pirages
who wanted w strip the revered company of
its assets. b shore onler Serick contacted o
busimess reporter ac The Maston Clate amid ol
tered vo fly Craldd i for an intervies. The pa-
prer agreed, and the esulting picee did nuech
tor pamt Shamsock in s more lasering ligh,
Ultirmarely, Giosld anel Disney dropped their
biiel, Bt not betore profiting from cheir siack
feldings in Polieoid by o reported S50 mil-
from, Bver since, savs Grald, "Mike has heen
on eetainer off and o

Anvequally importiant carly Sitrick chene
was the oil baron and lonptime zorh Cento
e Tox chaivman Marvin Davis, whose port-
folto ot compranics included Texas hased
Spectradine, aconcemn that disteiluted pav.
per-view mowvies ro hatels and sesorts. In
1aat, the publicise recalls, Dravis sumoened
him and nuede whar secme like an mypessi-
ble request. Specrradyne was hemuoerhaging
<o much maoney thar he was going to have
to place i in bankruptey, but he didn’t want
ane publicine Evervilang Eavis dicl was, of
caurse, todder Toe the astional media. [t
wasnli] o e casy to keep Tus name oug of
the papers. There was, however, a shor, and
Strrick ok it sending the press release 1o
gascling the SEC diliogs mandatory o osuch
cases to the Drallas Lnrean of Fhe Wil St

Joteraad 1 couple of hours alter the markers

hadd closed. When che news nwved an the
Do Jones wice, 1o wasn't picked up on ei-
ther coust. "So began avery long anid @ very
close relacianship,” save Sirrick. 1o fact, the
publicist would represent Dis nat only for
the sese af Tus b Bue anco che ateerife, de-
fenemg lim and his estare against allega.
ticrrss of Bmancial impropees made by bis
daughier i 2003,

From the emrser Sirrick <ccured anumiser
of high-profile bankrspiey clients, mcluding
Ulrange Comnry the mations ligest municr-
pabiey ever to seck such protectinn, and che
recatler Barnevs Noew Yok, A the same rime,
b srarred representing boch idesiduads angd
[EIETR IS ISTRTTES c.lught P i ll‘l,_1,|_i ST Cin s
When che actor Kelsey Grammer was ac
suseed of muolesting his |l|l|1n'r.i_|_-_'_c_- lsihv-sinie.
he Bred Saerick, as did Riverside Couney
whea its police ofticers fired on a black
teenager named Tesha Maller whose sole
prowecatinn appeared o be flling asleep
withagun an her lapoin a car packed at a gas

Leti 1w



station. Sierick so thoroughly refured the
changes promulgared by Jesse fackson and Al
Slurpron chit Riversede County wasa“racisi
comnuiey” char Beverby Dills. after ics ofti-
cers were acensed of tarpeting Adrican
American motorists for “driving while black.”
browght him on board as well.

For all of Sierwek's audacicy in champi-
oming dafticult wnd at tmes dubious sorts
bis enormous fees receaved almaost as much
attention, Fle Lill toe his wark on che Or-
ange Coune banknuprey case was Sp50710,
white the 1ab for his effores for Riversule
Connty came to 32277500 Borh govern:
ments protested, although i each instance
the publicist cowntered that he saved them
nuillions, By 1008, Dr Steven ML Hoctfin,
Michacl Jackson's plastic surgeon, sucd
Sierick tor everchargiog him, The physician
hadd engaged ehe publiciss to combat allegs
tions that he'sd molested patentswhile they
were nnader anesthesia, The owo setled ehei
ditferences, but Sitsck’s repugation asam ex-
pensive commodity was fixed. “My houcly
rtte s hagh, Dut it nwahes sense for both os
el ehe elivne,” he saes “The client Enows
caactly whar be's paving foe A b ol irms
oy what Teall 'hufter PR lll.'ll‘ ‘ hnrgn: Vi
Stogonn g month for as much as ven can
vat. The ageney dies as Licele as possible, wnd
the cliene warns as mach as possible”

E—}:_v far Sitrick’s most lnerative clieny was
e of his tpest troubled, the much-reviled
teleeommunicitions giant Cilehal Crossing,
Bauring the mid-tggos, the pubilicist bad
represented Cary Winnick, the company™s
ehairman, w i fght with the Reverend Sun
Myung Mo evee control of the Nustalpia
Merwork. Winnck then higed bim m g
o handte the press on Global Crossing's
iteal pueblic adfering, enabling Sarck win
veest e company on the grouml Hooe AL
the height of the dor-com bublile, s in
vestors bet om Calobal Crossimg’s alibty to
arovide haplspeed Interner acvess toa
seemngly unguenchable market, che value
of those shares inereased by hoge ranlriples,
Fwse when the bubile barse, i dechned from
St S1 Setrick handled the company’s
Chapeee i fling. Despite the publicisss ef-
ferrrs, Winmek—who earned Stoo milhion
wiile his stockholders lost billions —he-
vame a symbol of the era’s wretched excess,
Sonount of public relations could im-
peove s image. Still, Sierick and Winnick
renn close. While the publicist rode half
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of his shates down, he sald the ather half
hefore the stock tanked. “Mike, " says a

friend, "made a shitload of money on Glub-
al Crossing.”

W hich is hus it gocs for members of Los
Angeles’s centurion class, those fixers and
promoters whe ase outrageously rewarded
for representing the serwusly guilty and the
trulywealehy, Uneif recently Sicrick could not
luave became part of this group, as most at
its members ace fwvers aned fnancial advis-
ers. Bug as the media have assumed center
stage, Asmerica’s courts and boardoooms are
ey longer the only meaningful srenas. New
the plaving feld has spread into a far more
subjective realon, wheee the rules are weer-
rain, the referees inefiectual, and whisl is
Ring. Phese who can handle wday's press,
shepherding clients through the valleys of
death and delivering them to betrer amd
sometines even fworble coverage. are the
st valuerd warrions al all

Sitrick will net discuss his peesonal
wealth—Tm pretty secretive,” he savs,
corme (rom the school that the amount of
ey von bave is nobady’s business” Dt
it's there for all wo see, testimony 1o his waork
for everyone from the archdiocese to che
Gretty, Rush Limbaugh 1o Ren Burkle. By
fighting their fighrs in the media. he has
meneed, i ot iste ther league, then at least
intir their neighborhood. Tnorags, Sicrick
Bt to,ocoesquare - foor T lawaian-plan:
rarion-stvle mansion with aine bathrooms
i gated community in Pacite Palisades,
With the Global Crossing maney be built a
agoesquare-toot weekend hame on Mal-
ibu's Bromd Beach. The house is nexr donr
tor thist of William Merris Agency presicdent
Jirm Waate fachened and down the road from
that af Michael Ovitz falso a client, the for-
mer agent having cecendy lared che publs
vist ey represent himin the Pellivano casel.
Foor a while Sitrick drove a red Ferrari 153, A
sifver-anid-biue Shelby Series One and asil-
vor-and-Black Poarsche g followed. At one
poine there wis i Drodge Viper Now Sienck
drives something with mare grvitas —a w7
Muegcedes 280 SE .5 convecnible with
beige exterior and o brown leather imenor
Feswur chan a chonsand of this model were
imported to the Usited States, naking rhe
car hoth @ varity and an emblen.

“The only other person [ know who has
o, sy Siveack, “is Rabere Shaparo” €U,
Simpsons liwver “f's silver” LA



